
� Find The Funny: Rhythm + Comedic Timing Funsheet

How do you find the rhythm of the writing? How do you master comedic 
timing? This funsheet helps you find the clues the writer has left for you. 
Remember, everything on the page is there for a reason! 

Rhythm - Every comedic script is like a musical score. The “rhythm” of the 
writing is a combination of the words, punctuation, beats, pace, timing and 
delivery. 

If you don’t have a natural ear for the rhythm, pay special attention to these 
elements: 

Words 
Every word in a final draft of the script is there for a reason. Pay attention to 
them! Not just the order of the words, but to the way they sound. Comedy is 
well served by words with harsh percussive consonants like p, k, t, z. 

Example 1 - ORIGINAL Script 

CELIA: Doug. 
DOUG: Celia. (formally extending his hand) Doug Guggenheim. 
CELIA: Um... I know you’re Doug, Doug. 

Example 1 - ALTERED Script 

CELIA: Doug. 
DOUG: Celia. (formally extending his hand) Hi, I’m Doug Guggenheim. 
CELIA: Um... I know you’re Doug. 

What is different about the altered script? 
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Example 2 ORIGINAL Script 

ROBERTS: Nothing’s wrong. What could possibly be wrong? Did somebody 
say something was wrong? 
JONES: No. I just took an educated guess. Are you ok? 
ROBERTS: No, something’s wrong. 

Example 2 - ALTERED Script 

ROBERTS: What could possibly be wrong? Nothing’s wrong. Did somebody 
say something was wrong? 
JONES: No. I just took an educated guess. Are you all good? 
ROBERTS: No, something is wrong. 

What is different about the altered script? 

Operative Words 
In comedy, the operative is the most important word in the sentence. It gets 
emphasis in order for the set-up or punchline to work. 

Find the operative words in the example below: 

Example  

ROBERT: I didn't kill him! He just died.  
JONES: No one “Just dies”.  
ROBERTS: Well, he did.  
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Punctuation 
Punctuation is like a network of traffic signs - it helps you navigate the script 
and find the right rhythm. Pay attention to the signals the writer gives you! 

Example 1 - ORIGINAL Script 
A: You’re prettier. 
B: Really? 
A: No. I just said that to make you feel better. 
B: Oh. Thank you? 

Example 2 - ALTERED Script 
A: You’re prettier. 
B: Really. 
A: No. I just said that to make you feel better. 
B: Oh. Thank you. 

Example 3 - ALTERED Script 
A: You’re prettier. 
B: Really? 
A: No I just said that to make you feel better. 
B: Oh thank you? 
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Reversal 
A Reversal is a play on expectations and/or opposites. A reversal is a quick 
shift from positive to negative, or negative to positive. 

Example 1 - Single Character Reversal 
JANE: Oh, she’s the sweetest woman. 
(beat) 
But she scares the crap out of me. 

Example 2 - Two Character Reversal 
ROSS: I hope she'll be very happy. 
MONICA: No you don't. 
ROSS: No I don't, to hell with her, she left me! 

Rule of 3 / Builds 
Comedy comes in three’s. When you see a build of 3 it indicates the rhythm 
and helps you find the set up, pace, timing and punchline of the joke.  

Example 1 

Classic Build: Setup - Setup – JOKE  

Example 2 
Extended Build: Setup - Setup - Setup – JOKE  

Example 2 
Double Joke Build: Setup – Setup – JOKE (then) Bigger JOKE 
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